Announcing a unique CD-ROM with a collection of the facsimiles 
of historical reports on observations of the transits since the XVIIth century
As the astronomers understood the crucial importance of observation of Venus transits in front of the Sun, numerous expeditions were organized to observe this phenomenon, in particular during the XVIIIth century when the goal to measure the universe mobilized all of the European scientific community. Competition between France and England, the two great powers of the time, further increased the motivation of the astronomers. 

This CD-ROM contains facsimiles of the reports of the main expeditions carried out to observe the Venus transits. It includes the first texts of the XVIIth century of Horrocks (one will also find the primary text of Halley describing the importance of the observation of the Venus transits), as well as the reports of many voyages of the XVIIIth century (54 for 1761 and 67 for 1769, of which those of Le Gentil, Pingré, Chappe, Cook, Maskelyne, Mason, Dixon, Hornsby). It also includes in the same way the reports of the voyages made during the XIXth century, 59 reports in 1874 and 66 in 1882, in particular the interesting reports of the expeditions to Peking, to the islands Saint-Paul and Kerguélen, in Japan, and in Australia...

Some examples of the sheets are given on the next pages.
The present CD-ROM contains more than 10 000 pages of fac-simile of expedition reports, of analysis of observations, of manuscripts as well as a great number of illustrations, plans and figures. The major part of these documents comes from the library of the Paris Observatory. There are also the canons of the transits of Mercury (from 1500 to 2500 A.D.) and of Venus (from 3000 BC to 3000 AD). Access to the fac-simile is either by starting from a chronological list, or starting from the titles of the books and periodicals concerned, or finally starting from a text of comments which guides the reader towards the most interesting pages. The comments and the presentation of the fac-simile are provided in French and in English.
The production of this CD-ROM was supported by Observatoire de Paris, by CNRS and by the European Commission via the VT-2004 program. It is now on sale at EDP Sciences (www.edpsciences.com) at a price of 25 Euros.
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EXTRAIT
DU VOYAGE FAIT EN SIBERIE,

Pour LObfervation de Vénus fir e difgue du Soleil,
Jaite & Tobolsk le 6 Juin 1761,

Par M. 'Abbé CHAPPE D’AUTEROCHE.

Mum des ordres du Roi & des recommandations de 73 Noyemb.
V'Académie, pour aller obferver 3 Tobolsk le paffige 7%
de Vénus fur e Soleil, je comptois m'embarquer en Hoflinde,

afin déviter Tembairas de tranfporter par teire jufqud Seint.
Péterfbourg un appareil confidérable dnflrumens, mai
demier des Vaificaux qui devoit faire ce trajet dtoit ddja en
mier. Jeus bien-t fieu de men confoler, ayant appris, avant
mon départ, quil avoit échoué fur fes cdtes de Suéde.

Je partis de Paris 4 la fin de Novembre 1760, & h
guemre mobligea de prendie a route de Vienne & de Pologs
Jéprouva tous les accidens de ka iifons lsfurcnt i mutiph
que je fus obligé daller membarquer 3 Ulm fur fe Danube
quoique je fue, dés avant mon départ de Paris, que fes broul.
ards rendoient alors ka mavigation de ce flewve trés-fente &
wés - pénible: ils me_retardérent fouvent; & malgré la phus

gunde diligence pofiible, je ne pis ariver 3 Vienne que
i 31 Décembre 176o. e ®

Je recis & Vienne Taccueil e plus favorable de Leurs
Majeftés Impriales: Elles voulurent bien honorer fes Sciences
& FAcadémie, en defirant que je leur fuffe préfenté. Je partis
de cette Capitle fe 8 Janvier , apiés y avoir regi de
grandes marques de bonté de M. le Comte de Choifeul,
notre Ambafiadeur.

Jarrivai le 22 Janvier 3 Warfovie, ol e trouvai la Viflule
qui charioit depuis quelques jours une fi grande quantité de
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